Year 6 English Units & Genre overview 2025
	
	Expected
	Greater Depth

	
	The pupil can:

· Write effectively for a range of purposes and audiences, selecting language that shows good awareness of the reader (e.g. The use of the first person in a diary; direct address in instructions and persuasive writing)
· In narratives, describe settings, characters and atmosphere
· Integrate dialogue in narratives to convey character and advance the action
· Select vocabulary and grammatical structures that reflect what the writing requires, doing this mostly appropriately (e.g. using contracted forms in dialogues in narrative; using passive verbs to affect how information is presented; using modal verbs to suggest degrees of possibility)
· Use a range of devices to build cohesion (e.g. conjunctions, adverbials of time and place, pronouns, synonyms) within and across paragraphs
· Use verb tenses consistently and correctly throughout their writing
· Use the range of punctuation taught at Key Stage 2 mostly correctly^ (e.g. inverted commas and other punctuation to indicate direct speech)
· Spell correctly most words from the Year 5/6 spelling list* and use a dictionary to check the spelling of uncommon or more ambitious vocabulary
· Maintain legibility in joined handwriting when writing at speed
	The pupil can:

· Write effectively for a range of purposes and audiences, selecting the appropriate form and drawing independently on what they have read as models for their own writing (e.g. literary language, characterisation, structure)
· Distinguish between the language of speech and writing and choose the appropriate register 
· Exercise an assured and conscious control over levels of formality, particularly through manipulating grammar and vocabulary to achieve this
Use the range of punctuation taught at Key Stage 2 correctly (e.g. semi-colons, dashes, colons, hyphens) and, when necessary, use such punctuation precisely to enhance meaning and avoid ambiguity

	
	Autumn Term
South America
The Maya civilisation
	Spring Term 
Protecting the environment
The Ancient Greeks
	Summer Term
Our world in the future
Impact of War

	Year 6
	Genre: Fiction/Non-Fiction
Type: Biography/Autobiography
Text: Various biographies/autobiographies
Purpose: To use varied fronted adverbials. 
Audience: Class anthology
Outcome: Write a biography about Rosa Parks and someone they know (class teacher) and write an autobiography from the perspective of Harry Potter. 
	Genre: Fiction
Type: Wanted Poster & Diary Entry
Text: Beowulf
Purpose: To use informal language. To write from the perspective of a character. 
Audience: Year 5
Outcome: Create a WANTED poster to describe a character. Write a diary entry from the perspective of Grendel (villain) character. Make sensible word choices and formality to suit the character. 
	Genre: Fiction
Type: Short Narrative
Text: Kensuke’s Kingdom
Purpose: Use figurative language effectively to create impact.  
Audience: KS1
Outcome: To write a short descriptive narrative from the perspective of the main character in Kensuke’s Kingdom. GDS write from the perspective of the dog.

	
	Genre: Fiction
Type: Quest
Text: Thog’s Journey
Purpose: To build up writing stamina and understand the structure of a quest story.
Audience: SLT
Outcome: Innovating Thog’s Journey to write their own quest story.
· Setting description
· Character description
	Genre: Fiction
Type: Diary Entry
Text: Beowulf
Purpose: To use formal language and active and passive form. To write from the perspective of a character. 
Audience: Year 5
Outcome: Write a diary entry from the perspective of King Hrothgar. Make sensible word choices and formality to suit the character. 
	Genre: Non-Fiction
Type: Journalistic Writing
Text: Various newspaper reports
Purpose: To write reported and direct speech.
Audience: SLT
Outcome: Write a newspaper report, using knowledge learnt in topic.
2 outcomes – 1 linked to Kensuke’s Kingdom / 1 based on topic 

	
	Genre: Fiction
Type: Setting Description
Text: Sky Advert
Purpose: To vary sentence structure and punctuation and use adverbials of place.
Audience: Peers 
Outcome: Write a short setting description using a Literacy Shed video (Tadeo Jones – topic link) as stimulus based on topic.
	Genre: Non-Fiction (based on fiction story)
Type: Balanced Arguments
Text: Beowulf
Purpose: To use the P.E.E technique and write using formal tone. To understand there are two sides of an argument. 
Audience: Mrs Stephens
Outcome: Write a balanced argument titled: Should Grendel have attacked Heorot, the mead-hall? 

	Genre: Non-Fiction
Type: Formal Police Report
Text: WAGOLL of police report
Purpose: To select and use formal language and range of punctuation.
Audience: SLT
Outcome: Using the Alma film as inspiration, children to collect evidence, organise it and write a formal police report. 

	
	Genre: Non-Fiction
Type: Non Chronological Report
Text: The River Thames WAGOLL
Purpose: To use topic sentences and paragraphs effectively and to be ambitious with text layout. Also how to undertake effective research.
Audience: Year 5 class. 
Outcome: Write two non chronological reports – one about the South America using only topic sentences (no sub-headings). 
	
	Genre: Fiction
Type: Horror
Text: WAGOLL Trapped
Purpose: To use imagination to create a story based on a short film. 
Audience: Year 4 
Outcome: Write an imitation story using Alma film. 


	
	Genre: Fiction
Type: Poem
Text: Inspiration from ‘If I were a toy…’ Smyths Toy advert
Purpose: To use subjunctive form correctly and perform poetry.
Audience: Year 2 
Outcome: Write an imaginative poem using subjunctive form properly, based round Christmas. 
	
	

	Class reader
	The Boy with Big Decisions by
Helen Rutter

	The Blockbusters! By Frank Cottrell Boyce

	The Shark Caller by Zillah Bethell  & Saara Soederlund




